
 

 

 

GREATER INVESTMENT IN SUPPORTIVE HOUSING NEEDED 

Monday 5 August 2019 

Expanded investment in much needed supportive housing and a recommitment to the goal of 
ending rough sleeping within the next three years should mark this year’s National 
Homelessness Week awareness campaign. 

Micah Projects CEO, Karyn Walsh, said this year’s National Homelessness Week was an 
opportunity to recommit the Australian governments to the national targets for ending rough 
sleeping set in 2010 and agreed to by all states and territories. 

“We know why homelessness exists and we know how to end it.” 

The problem 

• Homelessness is increasing in Australia 
• Australia failed to meet national targets for ending rough sleeping set in 2010 and agreed to 

by all states and territories 
• Multiple local systems such as health, housing, corrections, employment and community 

services impact on the choices and lifestyle of vulnerable people  
• The drivers of homelessness are complex and often differ according to place such as capital 

cities and regional communities 
• People trapped in homelessness systems are dying prematurely, and are not supported by 

systems to improve their housing, health, and personal circumstances  
• Government do not fund local platforms for collaboration and data analytics that enable 

development and improvement of local systems that are focused on people and not just 
the number of the individuals and families experiencing homelessness.  

Effective programs such as Housing First need the support of collaborative systems and local 
real time data to go to scale to achieve goals that will meet the needs of different population 
groups of people overrepresented in seeking assistance through homelessness systems.  

The solution 

We need to:  

• recommit to the goals that we have failed to implement by 2020 
• offer supported accommodation to all rough sleepers who need it by 2026 
• work towards halving homelessness by 2026. 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/cm/lb/4895838/data/the-road-home---a-national-approach-to-reducing-homelessness-data.pdf
https://micahprojects.org.au/assets/docs/Publications/20161129_Housing-First-Roadmap-WEB.pdf
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Ending Homeless means that our homelessness systems function to make homelessness rare, 
brief and non-occurring. To do so we need to:  

• start with rough sleeping, including individuals, families, and children living in cars, squats, 
motels and cycling through short-term accommodation options  

• focus on people first through real time ‘Know by Name’ platforms  
• move from programs to systems in capital cities and local communities  
• build capacity for collaborative platforms to create quality local systems to house and 

support people experiencing homelessness through knowing people and having shared data 
analytics to inform decision making, policy and practices within local community health and 
housing systems  

• create local quality improvement plans that inform investment for Housing First evidence-
based programs that are locally designed. 

“Ending homelessness requires collaboration across governments and diverse sectors to 
implement a Housing First approach.” 

Ms Walsh said Micah Projects have planned a series of events to help raise community 
awareness of the broader issues of homelessness. 

These include a Homelessness Week Community Give-away at Bunyapa Park in West End on 
Wednesday 7 August, from midday to 3pm where Micah Projects will be distributing new, 
donated clothing, blankets, toiletries and other good quality items directly to people in need.  

Micah Projects will also participate in the CafeSmart initiative through their social enterprises’ 
the Hope Street Café and Hope on Boundary Café. On Friday 9 August, a dollar from every 
coffee sold at both the cafes will be donated to Street Smart’s Action against Homelessness.  

As well, a People’s Market will be held on Saturday 10 August at the Hope on Boundary Café in 
Boundary Street, West End, where a free brunch will be served between 8.30am and 11.30am. 

Enquiries: Karyn Walsh, CEO Micah Projects, 0413 619 785 
  Majella Nicolo, Stakeholder Engagement Coordinator, 0428 446 884 

https://hopestreetcafe.com.au
https://hopestreetcafe.com.au
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Hope+on+Boundary/@-27.4820822,153.0100397,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6b9150a02e100001:0x2096aec470012c7f!8m2!3d-27.4820822!4d153.0122284



