
 

 

32 individuals and 17 families successfully housed since March! 

Friday 1st August, 2014 

As Australia prepares to celebrate Homeless Person’s Week, a number of local agencies are 
collectively getting results in ending homelessness as a direct result of the 500 Lives 500 
Homes campaign, which began in March.  

500 Lives 500 Homes is the local effort of Home for Good initiative by the Queensland 
Government, which continues to work towards housing 500 households over the next three 
years. 

Registry week identified by name the children, families and vulnerable adults who are 
homeless or vulnerably housed in our city. 961 individuals and families were identified by 
name and their specific needs, of whom 190 were rough sleepers. 

Agencies are now working to house and support those who are the most vulnerable, whilst 
also referring families and individuals to appropriate housing and other services that match 
their circumstances.  

Minister for Housing and Public Works Tim Mander said he was pleased with the results 
achieved so far.  

“Home for Good is a state-wide initiative aimed at getting at the underlying causes that lead 
to homelessness and putting in place appropriate supports to help people overcome them,” 
he said.  

“The 500 Lives 500 Homes team are doing great work in Brisbane and have set the bar very 
high for the rest of the state.  

According to Craig McIntyre, Manger Housing Support Services at Kyabra Community Centre 
in Runcorn, the 500 Lives 500 Homes campaign has also been of equal benefit to the 
agencies involved. 

“We have since housed five families who were identified during the 500 Lives 500 Homes 
campaign,” Mr. McIntyre said. 

“More importantly, the sector is cooperating much more closely as a direct result of 
collaborating in the campaign,” he said. “The inter-agency connections are now much 
broader, reaching from South West Brisbane to the CBD and the Northern suburbs.” 

Mr. McIntyre is part of a Families group which meets regularly to discuss how families 
identified during 500 Lives can be housed effectively. The next step, he says, is to identify 
the key players in other agencies - mental health workers, for example - to further refine 
their approach to ending homelessness. 



 

 

 

 

According to Karyn Walsh, Coordinator of Lead Agency Micah Projects, the progress of the 
500 Lives 500 Homes campaign shows that homelessness in Brisbane can be solved. 

“By housing and supporting one person, one family at a time we will continue to make 
progress towards our goal,” said Ms. Walsh, “but just as important are our efforts to identify 
the gaps in the supply of affordable housing in Brisbane, and the ongoing need to match 
housing and services for the most vulnerable including children, families and individuals.  

“Brisbane as a city is growing in prosperity, but many people experience poverty and 
exclusion from the housing market.   

“We need to keep working with government and the private sector to create more 
affordable and supportive housing in this city.” 

Full details of the campaign are available at www.500lives500homes.org.au 

MORE INFORMATION: 
Karyn Walsh, Coordinator Micah Projects 0413 619 785 
Craig McIntyre, Housing Services Manager, Kyabra Community Centre 0411 190 573  
Kerrod Trott, Media Liaison Micah Projects 0412 029 663 

http://www.500lives500homes.org.au/

