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There’s not a lot to celebrate about homelessness in Queensland. 

According to the 2011 Census data, there were 7,029 people experiencing homelessness in 
Brisbane on Census night. Of these, 2,057 were living in ‘severely overcrowded dwellings’ 
and 1,693 were staying temporarily with other households, and were classed as homeless. A 
further 4,768 people were living in ‘other’ crowded dwellings. 

Though Queensland experienced a 21.8% reduction in the number of ‘rough sleepers’, there 
were still 168 people staying in improvised dwellings, tents or sleeping out on Census night 
2011. 

That’s why local not-for-profit group Micah Projects is taking part in Homeless Persons’ Week 
2013 next week, a national campaign led by Homelessness Australia. 

According to Micah Projects coordinator Karyn Walsh, events such as Homeless Persons’ 
Week provide an excellent opportunity to reach out to the wider community, to raise 
awareness and to demonstrate the results that are being achieved in overcoming the 
problems of homelessness. 

“We also need to draw public attention to the causes of homelessness,” says Karyn.  

“Housing affordability is a critical issue for many people, with 11.8% of Brisbane households 
at risk of homelessness because of unsustainable housing stress,” said Karyn. 

“Reliance on government payments can place private rentals out of reach, with the median 
weekly rental for a 3 bedroom house in Brisbane currently sitting at $390 per week, according 
to the most recent RTA data.” 

Drawing on local and international experience, Micah Projects has implemented a number of 
innovative programs designed to tackle homelessness, as part of the National Partnership 
Agreement on Homelessness and in line with the State Government’s commitment to 
reducing homelessness in Queensland. 

“We provide a suite of ongoing services designed to break the cycle of homelessness,” says 
Karyn, “services that can help people stabilize their housing, access healthcare and other 
community services and, wherever possible, obtain employment.” 

“Finally, Homeless Persons’ Week is also an opportunity to say ‘Thank You!’ to the countless 
community members who have thrown their support behind Micah Projects’,” says Karyn.  

“Literally hundreds of people have given freely of their time, talents and donated goods to 
assist us in our campaigns,” says Karyn.  “The citizens of Brisbane are rightly part of the 
solution to the problem of homelessness.” 

(See the mini-documentary on Micah Projects work with homelessness at:  
http://www.youtube.com/user/micahprojects?feature=results_main  for more information.) 

For more information, please contact: 
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