
 

 

Mixed News On Homelessness 
Thursday 14th February 2013 
The Queensland Audit Office report on “Implementing the National Partnership Agreement on 
Homelessness in Queensland,” presented to Queensland Parliament, makes it clear that the 
number of people experiencing homelessness in Queensland is increasing, and that it is 
unlikely that this trend will be reversed in time to meet the Australian and Queensland 
Government’s goals of reducing homelessness by seven percent in 2013. 

On a more positive note, however, the report also finds that the number of homeless people 
per 10,000 Queenslanders (the prevalence of homelessness) has decreased. This is despite 
the challenging economic climate and major natural disasters experienced in Queensland in 
the last two years. 

The biggest contribution to this reduction can be found among those sleeping rough, with a 
22% reduction since 2006 in the prevalence of people living on the streets, in parks, cars, and 
squats. 

Karyn Walsh, Coordinator of Brisbane’s Micah Projects, says the results show that with 
proper support and an innovative approach, even people experiencing chronic, long-term 
homelessness can make the transition to secure, permanent housing. 

Karyn has called for bipartisan political support for the National Partnership on 
Homelessness, and a recommitment to the Australian Government White Paper’s 2020 
targets to reduce homelessness. 

“We have now successfully housed 211 people as part of our 50 Lives, 50 Homes 
Campaign,” says Karyn. "We thought that if we focused on housing the people of whom it was 
said, ‘they couldn't be housed; they don't want to be housed', then we could house anyone. 
Given the right housing with the right support services and partnerships to meet the needs of 
individuals, anyone can make the move into housing.” 

The 50 Lives, 50 Homes Campaign was launched in June 2010 as a collaboration between 
Micah Projects and a number of Government Departments and Community Agencies, and 
quickly achieved its original target of providing permanent, secure accommodation of 50 
people experiencing homelessness . 

The partnership between community service providers and government was a first for 
Brisbane and has continued to receive strong support from businesses, schools, community 
groups, as well as from many private individuals and families who have donated furniture and 
household items to help furnish homes. 

The full Queensland Audit Office Report is available at: 
http://www.qao.qld.gov.au/files/file/RTP6for2012-13NPAHomelessnessWebPDF.pdf 

Some background information on Micah Projects’ 50 Lives 50 Homes Campaign is available 
at: http://www.micahprojects.org.au/community/50-lives-50-homes-campaign 
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