
 

 

 
Governments need to continue 
homelessness funding 
Thursday 9th January 2014 
 
Brisbane community-based organisation Micah Projects has called on the 
Queensland and Commonwealth governments to reach agreement soon on 
continuation of the joint National Partnership Agreement for Homelessness, 
which is due to end on 30 June 2014. 
 
Karyn Walsh, Coordinator of Micah Projects, said the recent murder of a 
homeless man in Melbourne and a chemical attack on a homeless woman in 
Sydney highlight the need to get vulnerable people into housing and off the 
street. 
 
“I strongly support comments by the Salvation Army’s Major Brendan Nottle 
and Melanie Raymond of Melbourne’s Youth Projects about violence against 
vulnerable people,” Karyn said.  “Over half of the 2328 homeless people 
surveyed in national rough sleeper registry campaigns reported being victims of 
violent attack while homeless, according to data released by the Australian 
Common Ground Alliance last September.”   
 
Karyn said, “What is needed is housing, and support to help people stay 
housed.  The problem of people living on the streets may seem intractable to 
the ordinary person, but we have shown in Brisbane what can be done with the 
right services and access to stable housing.  People with complex problems 
can be housed and, with the right level and type of support, can stay housed.” 
 
She said innovative prevention, outreach and post-housing support services 
funded in 2009 through the National Partnership Agreement for Homelessness 
had contributed to the 6 percent reduction in rough sleeping nationally between 
2006 and 2011. 
 
“In Brisbane the reduction was 33%, which tells us something is working,” 
Karyn said.  “With service system reform also underway, we need to maintain 
the momentum.  Rough sleeping is solvable.” 
 
Since June 2010, the Micah Projects’ Street to Home assertive outreach team, 
funded through the National Partnership Agreement, has registered 700 people 
sleeping rough, many for long periods.  Almost seventy percent have a 
combination of chronic disease, poorly managed physical health problems, 
mental illness, disability and substance dependence.   
 
 

Continued overleaf 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Of the 700 registered by Street to Home, 230 people have been housed, with 
around eighty percent remaining housed.  Similar outcomes have been 
demonstrated in other capital cities.   
 
Karyn said, “Rough sleeping is the common perception of homelessness, but 
there is more to homelessness, with much hidden in overcrowding, couch-
surfing and temporary lodging accommodation.”  She said the National 
Partnership Agreement has been equally about preventing homelessness as it 
is about supporting people in housing. 
 
“The Partnership funding enabled the establishment of early intervention 
services across Queensland to assist people at risk of falling into 
homelessness to stay housed.  In 2012-13 in Micah Projects alone, a total of 
351 adults 299 children were supported to avoid homelessness.” 
 
The Partnership has also enabled support for people who have been newly 
housed after long-term homelessness, such as in Brisbane’s successful 
Common Ground supportive housing complex in South Brisbane. 
 
“Unless the National Partnership funding is continued, many successful 
initiatives across Australia will have to cease services,” Karyn said.  “The 
financial and social impacts on the broader community will be costly.” 
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