
Family income is a central factor in shaping life 
opportunities. Without sufficient income, people 
must fall back on family, friends, charity or the 
government, potentially resulting in feelings of 
disempowerment.

The high price of housing in Brisbane (both to 
purchase and to rent) forces many to pay more  
than a third of their income towards housing, and 
give up other life necessities. Having a place to live 
is a basic necessity. 
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With a population of 1.162 million, Brisbane is emerging as Australia’s new world city.  
For many it is the perfect city but not for everyone. Some people lack the very basic 
elements of a quality life—employment, education, income, housing, health and a 
sense of belonging. When we look at the numbers of people experiencing poverty and 
disadvantage in this city, a worrying picture emerges.
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For more information, please contact Brisbane Partnerships on 3029 7067 or collaboration@micahprojects.org.au
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A person’s health shapes their life opportunities 
such as education, employment and social 
participation. People with health problems have 
more difficulty finding and keeping employment. 

An inability to communicate and interact with others 
because of disability, health, inadequate language 
skills or lack of transport can lead to isolation, social 
exclusion and disharmony in the community.

A good education from the earliest years is 
essential to escape poverty. Research shows that 
those who complete high school are less likely to 
experience unemployment, welfare dependency, 
delinquency and crime.
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